UNESCO Chair in Sustainable Coastal Development

September 2001 / June 2002

REPORT

I. Establishing UNESCO Chair in Sustainable Coastal Development (SCD) 

1) UNESCO Chair in Sustainable Coastal Development was established in legal, administrative and technical terms at the Institute for Environmental Science and Management, University of Latvia (September – October 2001): 
· approved Statute document,

· elected Chair holder: Professor, Dr. Raimonds Ernsteins, 
· Chair houses in the rooms of the Institute for Environmental Science and Management, University of Latvia main building, Raina blvd. 19, Riga,

· respective sign is placed at the entrance.

2) Realized Summer University course on Sustainable Coastal Development: 2 days – September 2002, 21 participant from coastal municipalities in Latvia and other relevant institutions (financed by the Nordic Council of Ministers).

3) Establishing data bank/info service including all relevant institutions and projects in Sustainable Coastal Development in Latvia and the Baltic Sea region is started.
4) Activities directed towards restoration of Nordic-Baltic Network in Sustainable Coastal Development were carried out: 
a) Project application by UL IESAM/UNESCO Chair to the Nordic Council of Ministers on Nordic-Baltic co-operation with partnership of Norway, Russia, Finland and Sweden. Nordic-Baltic Research cooperation project ”Baltic SCD-Net”. Baltic Sustainable Coastal Development and Environmental Management Network (Research and dissemination of wise coastal practices (WCP) for sustainable coastal development: intersectorial cooperation) aimed at creating and promoting an interdepartmental Network in the Baltic Sea Countries Region for long term collaboration for the higher education and research in the general field of Environmental Management and Technology, particularly Sustainable Coastal Development (SCD). February 2002.
Application denied.
b) Planned partnership in the proposed project: „Sustainable Development Of The Coastal Resources In The Baltic Region. Strengthening of Integrated Coastal Zone Management (ICZM) as a management tool”. The main purpose of the project is to strengthen Integrated Coastal Zone Management (ICZM) as an efficient tool for sustainable management of the coastal resources in the Baltic region. Application submitted to the Norwegian Research Council by Norwegian Institute for Water Research (NIVA) with the partnership of Norwegian Institute for Urban and Regional Research (NIBR), IESAMS, University of Latvia, ARHIPELAAG, Estonia, University of Klaipeda, Lithuania. May - June 2002.Application denied.
c) Application for UNESCO Co-chairmanship submitted to the Nordic Research Council in co-operation with Norwegian Institute for Urban and Regional Research (NIBR) – Dr. Terje Kleven. February 2002.
Application denied.

d) Project application submitted to Nordic Council of Ministers under the framework of School students and youth exchange Programme. Project application intended to establish exchange between Latvian (Kolka and Dundaga) and Nordic (Finnish and Swedish) school students on School LA 21. March 2002. Application denied.
e) Project application for German Environmental Foundation by Hanover University (Germany), IESAM/UNESCO Chair and Baltic Local Agenda 21 Forum (BLAF 21) for the creation of Coastal Zone Agenda 21 Network. Application accepted and project started in February 2002.
f) Other related applications – see below.

5) Elaborated contents and structure of homepage for UNESCO Chair and Nordic-Baltic Network. Contract on technical implementation is under preparation. Homepage to be completed and launched in the Autumn of 2002.
6) Developed and implemented modular co-operation training programmes on Sustainable Coastal Development for municipalities and other related institutions of the North-Kurzeme Coastal Region (4 modules for 2 days each, Autumn 2001 / Spring 2002):
a) „School Agenda 21 and municipal Sustainable Coastal Development” - Academic group ViPe5 (Environmental Education MSc.) – field module in Kolka primary school and municipality,

b) „Local Agenda 21 for Coastal Municipal Region – Kolka, Dundaga and Ance Municipalities” - Academic group ViPa8 (Environmental Management MSc.) – field module in Dundaga Municipality and Region,

c) „LA 21 – Policy and Management Action Program for Kolka municipality” –Academic group ViPa9 (Environmental Management MSc.) – field module in Kolka Municipality,

d) „Biodiversity and Nature Resource Management Action Program Communication for Coastal Region”- Academic group ViPa8 (Environmental Management MSc.) – module in Dundaga and Kolka municipality. 
7) Co-organised with Hanover University (Germany) Nordic-Baltic Network workshop „Co-Net” (Coastal Agenda 21 Network) in June 2002 in Rude (Roja coastal municipality, financially supported by German Environmental Protection fund and co-financed by EU LIFE project (Dundaga etc. coastal municipalities). 50 international participants from the entire Baltic Sea region. One conference day was devoted to coastal regions of Latvia (30 participants from coastal regions of Latvia. 
8) Analysed the possibility to start new initiative - realisation of Summer Academy on Sustainable Coastal Development for PhD students in the region. Options persist, so can be realised in the future with eventual Nordic Council funding.

9) Negotiations and project application on the necessary administrative and financial planning for the further Chair development continued. (See also item 4) 
a) Project application was submitted to University of Latvia Budget proposals for Extra budgetary funding of UNESCO Chair activities at University of Latvia and denied due to the lack of funding; 
b) Application submitted to University of Latvia Research Development Program (established in Spring 2002). Application denied due to very limited funding.
c) UNESCO PP application under the title „Sustainable Coastal Development in Coastal Regions of Latvia: study of wise local practices and facilitation of information exchange” submitted to Latvian National Commission for UNESCO (rated as Nr.2) and forwarded to UNESCO headquarters for the final approval; 
d) UNESCO Chair partnership initiated by European Union for Coastal Conservation for the application submitted to EU LEONARDO programme „Distance Learning Course on ICZM for municipality employees”. 
e) Project applications in co-operation with EU LIFE project for Latvian Environmental Protection Foundation: 

· „LA 21” Methodology Development in Latvia: Kolka municipality Case” (application denied)
· „Green Light – Environmental Education and eco-tourism for Kolka Circle”. Project application approved. 
10) Research Section on SCD organised within University of Latvia annual academic conference and attended by ca. 20 participants. February 2002. 
11) Paper elaborated for WCP forum: UNESCO – Municipal Partnership for „Green Coastal Region- 21”.

II.     Continued field activities in North-Kurzeme Pilot region: 
1) Elaborated "Guidelines for Coastal Region Sustainable Development Action Programme" for Dundaga, Kolka and Ance municipalities Coastal Region with the involvement of MSc students (involving Master of Science academic student group ViPa 8);

2) Elaborated list of sectorial and integrated Local Agenda 21 (LA21) indicators for Kolka municipality (involving Master of Science academic student group ViPa 9);
3) "LA 21 Declaration" for the mentioned coastal region – Kolka municipality: draft proposal developed and submitted for wider discussions, further actions postponed due to the beginning of spatial planning process in Kolka municipality;
4) Elaborated "Guidelines for Communication Reports" as Action Planning approach to following sectors in selected coastal pilot project municipalities:

· water and wastewater management,

· waste management,

· energy management,

· biodiversity management,

· social and economic development,
· environmental health and social development,

· environmental communication and education.
 (involving Master of Science academic student group ViPa 8). Spring 2002.
5) Elaborated Guidelines for Agenda 21 for Kolka municipality, including Environmental Management Systems approach and elements (involving Master of Science academic student group ViPa 9);
6) Elaborated "Guidelines for Kolka municipality school LA21" as iniciator for sustainable municipality (involving Environmental Education  Master of Science academic student group ViPe 5); 

7) Involvement of MSc and Doctoral students in the above mentioned field projects was carried out in full size – see the above paragraphs.

III.   Designed, developed and initiated new projects in SCD (nationally and regionally) 

1) Developing of list/data bank of financial institutions available to seek funding on Sustainable Coastal Development started;
2) necessary information from funding agencies about application process and deadlines collected (see paragraph I.4);

3) prepared and submitted Regional project proposal for UNESCO Participation Programme funding (see above);

4) preparations and application for SCD municipal training programme (Sweden-Latvia) funding for Phare Access Programme - Stockholm University and MidSweden University students’ field projects in North Kurzeme pilot project region in February 2002, negotiations of Dr.R.Ernsteins (University of Latvia) and Dr. P.Schlyter(Stockholm University) in Stockholm, May 2002, field project by Stockholm University students in North Kurzeme pilot project region, September 2002, planned: visit by Stockholm University group of professors (October 2002) and group of students (Spring 2003);

5) submitted application for University of Latvia extra budgetary funding for Chair development and realisation, denied due to lack of funding (see also paragraph I.4).

6) Submitted application to Latvian Environmental Protection Foundation for LA 21 in Kolka school and municipality, May 2002, denied.
7) Sought funding for international co-chair – Dr.Terje Kleven, NIBR, Norway. See paragraph I.4. 
Projects already designed and financial contribution received from in 2002:

a) EU "Life Environment" programme, project "Livonian Green Region 21 " (project period: September 2001 – December 2003) in partnership with North Kurzeme municipalities and other local stake-holders,
b) EU "Leonardo" programme, project on University College Study Programme involving partners from pilot project region - North Kurzeme Association of Municipalities and Laidze College, project period: 31 December, 2001 – up to 31 December, 2003.
IV     Small Equipment and Supplies 
Small equipment and supplies purchased (see financial report) according to the budget breakdown:
White-board, fans, office supplies, IT services and supplies, books – for improved realisation of MSc,PhD and further education possibilities on SCD.

Note: 

Wide range of different non – planned or extended SCD activities were elaborated and taken during the reporting period. 

